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reasons he was unwilling to compel them to do so
by the public exercise of his sovereign authority,
and instead of holding a " Bed of Justice," he sum-
moned the members to attend him at the Louvre.
They found him in his private apartments and were
welcomed by a speech, in which an inflexible deter-
mination to be obeyed was no way concealed by the
tone of humour that tempered his reproofs.

" Before speaking to you about that for which I
summoned you, I will tell you a story of which I
was just reminding the Marshal de la Chatre. Soon
after the day of St. Bartholomew, four of us playing
at dice, saw drops of blood appear on the table; and
as they reappeared a third time after being twice
wiped away, I refused to continue the game, and
said it was an evil sign to those who had been guilty
of so great bloodshed. M. de Guise was of the
party." Then after reminding his audience that
blood called for blood, the King continued: " You
see me in my cabinet, where I have come to speak
to you, not in royal robes, nor with sword and man-
tle like my predecessors, nor like a Prince giving
audience to ambassadors, but in the guise of a father
about to talk familiarly with his children ; what I
want to say is this, that I pray you to verify the
edict which I have granted to those of the Religion.
What I have done is for the sake of peace. I have
made peace abroad ; I wish to establish it within my
kingdom. You should obey me, since I am your
King, because of the obligations under which my
subjects and especially you of my Parliament are to
me. I restored some of you to your houses from